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A Unique Experience 
- Aijaz Khan 

At a nice Motel, a teacher arrives. 

He is made to feel comfortable, 

Between shining forks and knives. 

A ‘fascinating’ sight reveals at night, 

From mice to bugs, and then to 

A crowd of cats, ready to have a fight. 

The early morning, another show: 

A poem on the round table, he finds, 

Which is written thirty years ago. 

Entitled Today, and not Tomorrow. 

Words are knitted together into 

Meanings they probably can’t borrow. 

Strong Arabic coffee washes down 

The spicy omelet, wrapped in bread, 

And tickles him under the gown. 

Just then he bends and approaches 

His feet, to see an army marching up 

His legs, of determined cockroaches. 

Eid Al-Shukr 
- Keith Mitchell 

F 
or all of us, Eid Al-Adha was a special 

time.  For Muslims, it was a deeply 

spiritual time, as well as a chance to be 

with family and friends.  For non-Muslims, it was 

…. / Page 4 

From the HoC 
It is indeed a pleasure to thank the ELC 

faculty and students for their support in 

bringing out Rendezvous (Vol 3. Issue 1).  

I believe that the informative contents 

and appealing style of Rendezvous will 

delight the readers and trigger their 

creativity.  A special thanks to all the 

contributors. We welcome more 

contributions and support from all of you.   

- Ms. Laila Obeid Al Hajri 

Happiness and Some  

Better than Average Advice 

about Writing 
- Chris Whitney 

I 
n the beginning was the grunt. It carried 

meanings like “Don’t disturb me, I’m 

eating,” or “Take that female and I’ll 

fight you to the death.” Grunts aren’t words, 

as is evident from the many animals who can 

grunt but who have no language. The same 

can be said for the whinnies of horses, barks 

of seals, meows of cats, bellows of cows, he-

haws of donkeys and roars of lions. They’re 

just animal noises. They communicate 

directly, not symbolically. In general, if a 

lion roars in your ear, you don’t need a 

translator to figure out that you are in need of 

a place of safety. Language, however, 

communicates symbolically. A symbol 

means whatever the people using it agree 

that it means.  A circle can mean nothing, 

everything, the world we live in, the sun, the 

No Need to Study 

A 
s students, we are not allowed 

to advance ourselves in the 

kind of environment that is 

formed at our college. We never 

thought that the college would be like 

this: students who have no aims in their 

college studies or even goals for the 

future. Such students only want to pass 

the time and have fun. Furthermore, the 

mixing of boys and girls together in 

class is intended for us to be together 

and help each other, and maybe to get 

adapted to the environment in the 

future, when we would work. This is an 

essential part of the Higher Education 

Journey (HEJ), which is mandatory for 

those who wish to gain professional 

skills. This journey divides the people 

- Majid Abdullah Al-Dufai 
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moon, a rest stop on a highway that serves food, an open 

hand, a parking space, or a through road. Include two dots 

and an arc beneath them and you have a symbol for 

happiness, which, however, makes the thing more of a 

pictograph than a pure symbol because most of us can 

abstract a face out of it without much help. The issue of what 

happiness actually consists of, or whether grunting animals 

experience it, however, is of a different character. Of course, 

grunts are still useful, as anyone long settled into family life 

can confirm, but they have precious little to say about the 

electronic circuitry of fighter aircraft or a judicial decision 

on an embezzlement charge made against an elected official 

who was caught with his Russian mistress, and a suitcase full 

of crisp new one hundred dollar bills, boarding a flight for 

the Seychelles. That, basically, is what writing is all about. If 

you draw a circle on a page, I will not know which of the 

many possible meanings you intend unless we have already 

agreed on its meaning. And, complex meanings require a 

complete set of differentiated symbols with agreed upon 

meanings. 

Of course, if you can read this, part of you has already 

figured this point out. Next, then, is to agree on how symbols 

are assembled into systems that are capable of conveying 

such complex information. That is, writing is the skill of 

stringing symbols, in the form of words, together. For 

example, nouns are words and they refer to the elements of 

our experience: 

Happiness 

The noun happiness, while representing a desirable state, 

has only given us a topic, however. In order to say 

something about this topic, we need a verb: 

Happiness runs 

In terms of communicating something, this is much more 

effective, but we may still feel unsatisfied. We might wonder 

in what manner happiness manages to run: 

Happiness runs in a circular motion 

Now we have an assertion. (Actually, “Happiness runs” is 

also an assertion, but rather a vague one.) This is a statement 

of opinion, which we may or may not agree with, and, as 

such, is the beginning of a contestable expression of 

meaning. Those of us who disagree, or maybe are unsure 

and waiting to be convinced, however, need more 

information, or support, before we are ready to accept the 

truth of this assertion: 

Happiness runs in a circular motion. 

Thought is like a little boat upon the sea. 

Everybody is a part of everything anyway. 

You can have everything if you let yourself be. 

This is how the songwriter, Donovan Leitch, continued. As 

you can see, he supported his first assertion with three more 

assertions and in no cases did he provide supporting 

evidence. This is why songwriters are usually not asked to 

teach writing courses. He might be asked for a rewrite, or at 

least a subsequent critical analysis, like this: 

Happiness runs is the name of a song. It opens with a 

dialogue between the singer and a pebble on the beach. 

The pebble, of course, is the much older and wiser one, and 

the song largely consists of the pebble’s blessing on the 

singer, in the form of a number of assertions related to the 

idea of happiness that are need of explanation and support: 

Happiness runs in a circular motion. This could mean that 

happiness goes around and around, or that it comes and 

goes. For example, most people feel happy when they are 

on a merry-go-round, especially if the music is cheerful; 

people who get dizzy easily are sometimes sad when they 

get off, especially if they also feel sick to their stomachs. 

Similarly, great crowds of people go to formula one races 

because they get happiness from watching cars go around 

the track repeatedly; they may be sad when somebody 

crashes in a ball of flames, however. Circles are also 

understood as cycles, and the cycles of birth and death 

create happiness, followed by sadness, followed by 

happiness when another child is born. The circular motion 

brings us in and out of happiness in a never ending rhythm 

of life. 

Thought is like a little boat upon the sea. Little boats, of 

course, bob up and down on the water, and thought, as we 

know well, weighs very little. There is a certain lightness of 

spirit that springtime thinkers have, as if all the troubles of 

life can be floated over. Little boats on the sea are also quite 

exposed to storms or other rough weather, however, and 

people in thought can often feel vulnerable in the face of 

some of the brute realities of the world, such as finishing an 

education, finding a job, and (perish the thought) going to 

war. Also, certain thoughts are commonly referred to as 

weighty, though these are usually not associated with 

happiness. It is likely that a person filled with such thoughts, 

such as that all coastal cities are likely to be submerged 

when the polar ice melts, would sink into the depths of the 

sea rather than float on top of it. 

Everybody is a part of everything anyway. For example, 

we’re all part of this college. This college is part of the 

employment training program of the Ministry of Manpower 

of the Sultanate of Oman. Oman is both a Gulf state and a 

member of the United Nations. The United Nations attempts 

to mediate in squabbles on Planet Earth, part of a solar 

system that is part of a galaxy and so on until pretty much 

everyone and everything can get in on the fun. Tautological 

is one term for this. 

You can have everything if you let yourself be. This would be 

a good hypothesis to test in college. Try letting yourself be at 

home while the rest of us are in class, or when there is a 

major assignment due. Try finding the husband or wife of 

your dreams while sitting on the couch flipping through 

channels on TV. On the whole, people who get everything 

by letting themselves be either have rich daddies or are 

citizens of countries with extremely well endowed welfare 

systems. Civilization, and both the security and prosperity it 

fosters, is a product of not letting ourselves be, however 

much we might yearn, at times, for something as easy as this 

song promises. Of course, letting yourself be cooperative, 

earnest, hardworking, competitively ready and so on might 

yield a more praiseworthy result. 

In conclusion, happiness, whether it runs in circles or 

staggers along precariously, has much to recommend it. Its 

pursuit, along with life, liberty, and indexed pensions, 

defines the aspirations of just about everybody everywhere. 

Happiness… from Page 1 
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around us and distinguishes them from each other. Our 

experience as college students is part of the government 

trying to promote the whole community by educational 

progress, and it has achieved success many times over by 

building kindergartens, schools, institutes, colleges, and 

universities. However, the problem that faces a lot of the 

teachers and the Government can be named NO NEED TO 

STUDY, a phrase uttered by some students. This problem, 

while compromising with the Government’s intentions, is 

really interesting to study and even attempt to solve the 

three causes of the NO NEED TO STUDY attitude are the 

habitat that the student was raised in has not given him any 

possibility to study, friends of students give them negative 

ideas about education, and the student never thinks about 

the advantages of the Higher Education Journey (HEJ). 

The habitat is a place where the student grows up with his 

parents and family. But, how can it affect the student? A 

typically negative habitat comprises of parents' 

maltreatment, poor family educational and poor emotional 

support, and even financial crises caused by poverty or 

temporary shortage of money. Parents would be wiser if 

they more effectively promoted the student’s skills in 

studying. Maltreatment such as shouting or physical abuse 

affects the student badly. Parents may also maltreat the 

student by poisoning his mind with wrong ideas about 

educational progress. When a father or a mother says to the 

student: “You are not able to study, you are fool,” these 

words can affect the student and lead him into getting wrong 

ideas about himself or even about education. For family 

educational and emotional support, brothers and sisters, for 

example, can impact the student positively or negatively. 

Supporting the student with positive educational suggestions 

and ideas will encourage the student to be more effective at 

school or college. However, if the flow of educational and 

emotional support stops, educational progress will be 

compromised. For instance, educational support can take 

the form of lending a helping hand to explain some difficult 

lessons, so that the student can understand the lesson better. 

So, when it stops, it can be a disaster for the student and 

there will be no helping hands. “Why are you attending 

school? Ha! You’re nothing and you cannot be something,” a 

person might say rudely to a student. Also, financial crisis 

can break some families and their student members. 

Consequently, the student will not be able to buy the 

materials that can help him while he is studying. Also, there 

are some schools that have tuition fees to be paid, and it may 

become a burden for them to carry. 

What is a friend? A friend is someone about whom you think 

your life would be different if they didn’t exist. A friend is 

someone who NEVER leaves you out; you are ALWAYS 

included when you are with him. A friend is always there for 

you, no matter what. But, unfortunately, when all of the 

descriptions above turn negative, it can impact the student 

to be less interested in education. While having a friend or 

friends is a necessary part of life, the wiser you choose, the 

better you will be at living your life or even studying. Bad 

choices in friends also affect the community because boys, 

especially, under bad influence, sometimes commit acts of 

vandalism, form into gangs, and get into trouble with the 

law. Therefore, wrong thoughts uttered by bad friends’ 

mouths can be discouraging. Once, when I was speaking 

with a mate about education and how important it is, he 

replied rudely. He was trying to persuade me that education 

has no importance at all by saying good words about having 

lots of money, and even going out for work instead of 

studying at college. Bad friends try to transfer their bad 

ideas to the students' subconscious, to maintain the bad 

thoughts and destructive behaviour. 

The student commits a crime against himself by not thinking 

about the benefits that the HEJ offers later on. The HEJ is 

quite wonderful because it can elevate the education level of 

every one of us. In addition, it gives us the possibility to 

work in good places. Striving to succeed is tiring and it 

needs massive effort, however. This effort is worth it because 

the great journey gives the student the ability to be in a high 

rank in his society, to work more and be successful, and to 

live wisely and prosper. Additionally, he can be a good 

example of success to others. He can get wisdom that can 

lend a helping hand to the community and share the 

experience among all who need it.  Those are great benefits 

to think of and are worth walking straight to achieve them, 

but the NO NEED TO STUDY student never thinks about 

them. Why? It may be that he has never been told about 

them, or he thinks that those benefits are only for good 

students, and he might think that he is not good.  

The maltreatment of students by their parents, the rude 

friends who give the student bad thoughts, and the lack of 

thinking about education are the main causes for the NO 

NEED TO STUDY attitude. This phrase has been uttered out 

and spread into our communities nowadays. The 

government and special units are working harder to 

eradicate this problem. The government is working more by 

making new structures and facilities that can help the student 

and improve educational progress. Many special units were 

found, such as charitable organizations, that give some sort 

of advice and lend a helping hand to those who need it, 

almost for free. What do you think about the NO NEED TO 

STUDY issue? Have we made it? Or has it made itself? 

No Need to Study… from Page 1 
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Seasons of Life  
- Dr. Preethy Ann Mathew  

Time brings the charm of life 

Nevertheless the sour taste, 

That cramps our spirits. 

The chant of spring brings shower, 

And thunders with bang 

The rising buds bode 

The faith and trust in life, 

And promise of leap. 

Green grass and green trees craft, 

A brave new world! 

The glowing summer brings joy, 

Cheery friends with mirth. 

And the bright sun 

Shares the bliss of links! 

Honey bees hang around bloom 

But life needs to alter! 

Good times parting to muse. 

The trumpet of autumn proclaims 

The richness of youth hood 

And paints the nature 

With a drive of revolt! 

And the world reserves a store for itself, 

Moment to indulge in breathtaking harvests 

And let the world get attuned! 

The snows of winter melt away 

Giving the sun a chance to glow 

The coals of the night spent still blaze 

Hoping to bring back life, 

Or to display the transient life? 

But the numbness still persists 

To purge the inward eye! 

Time brings the charm of life 

Nevertheless the sour taste, 

That cramps our spirits. 

Film Showing 

[Eid Al-Shukr] … from Page 1 
a chance for travel, or a chance to simply relax and perhaps 

catch up on reading.  However, this autumn was also the 

time of another feast, the American and Canadian 

celebration of Thanksgiving.  This year, Canadian 

Thanksgiving fell on 8 October.   US Thanksgiving was on 22 

November.   

The traditions for both these celebrations date back to the 

experiences of the first English colonists in North America, 

These people gathered to offer thanks for a successful 

harvest Originally, Thanksgiving had roots in religious and 

cultural traditions, but today, Thanksgiving is primarily 

celebrated as a secular holiday, in the multi-religious and 

cultural environments of both the USA and Canada.  But like 

Eid Al-Adha, it is a time for gathering with family and 

friends, and of course, feasting! 

Turkey is the featured item on the Thanksgiving menu.  

Another star is pumpkin pie, and cranberry sauce, and 

sweet potatoes are common as well. Most regions have 

items unique to them, as do ethnic groups who combine the 

traditional menu with their own specialties.  People living 

close to the ocean may even stuff their turkeys with oysters! 

Each year, at least one turkey gets a reprieve, and is 

pardoned by the US president, allowed to live out his life 

roaming freely on farmland!   Though everyone loves the 

food, and enjoys the huge parades in New York, and the 

major football games, both televised live, it is the time for 

offering thanks, and fellowship with family and friends that 

are most important!  Eid Al- Shukr sayeed! 

ELC Workshop 



Vol. 3; Issue 1 - February 2013 

5 

Essay on localized English and different cultures 

E 
very good teacher knows that students’ 

language backgrounds will partly determine 

their success rate when learning English. 

Therefore, two students, one from a German 

background and one from a Turkish background, with 

all other variables held constant, will probably learn at 

very different rates.  This is determined by the 

principle of “language distance” (Corder, 1981).  The 

further apart two languages are in terms of their 

vocabulary and grammar, the harder it will be for the 

student.  In our example, the Turkish student will sadly 

be at a disadvantage. However, this is only the tip of 

the iceberg.  Consider how delicate a thing language 

is.  It is passed on from mother to child. It is something 

wrapped up in culture; in fact, some claim that 

language is culture.   It is far more important for a 

teacher to be observant of students’ L1 culture than it is 

for him to focus only on teaching language. If teachers 

simply focus on delivering language lessons without 

considering the beliefs and values of, say, Turkish 

students, this might be construed as imposing their 

own beliefs (whether Western or otherwise) and they 

risk alienating their students. With this in mind, I would 

like to share some of my experiences in the Middle 

East with the reader.  After having taught English in 

Turkey, Qatar, and Oman, I believe that, in spite of 

differences between Turkish, Qatari and Omani 

students, all three experiences are linked by the 

phenomenon of localized English and World Englishes 

(Kachru, 2006).  

I grew up in the United States.  I had all of my schooling 

in Long Island, New York.   With this educational 

background, I initially had some difficulty working with 

Turkish students.  For example, they often did not 

understand new vocabulary.  One does not have to 

search far to come up with words that have no 

equivalents in Turkish.  These singlets, as they are 

known to language scholars, are also found in Turkish.  

For example, there is no exact translation of the 

English word “challenge” in Turkish.  Conversely, the 

prointerrogative pronoun “kacinci” or “Which item 

with reference to its/his/her assigned ordinal value” is 

very difficult to translate into English.  Because I come 

from an L1 Turkish background (having two Turkish 

parents) I found it very easy to adopt some of the local 

embellishments that Turkish people add to their own 

variety of English.  Whether it be certain words, such 

as “Yabanci” or “foreigner” and references to popular 

culture, such as “Cola Turka” (a local brand of cola 

which has been endorsed by Western TV celebrities), 

jokes targeting certain Turkish political figures, and a 

liberal peppering of one’s English with terms such as 

“canim” (my dear) and “Tamam” or “OK,” I found that 

the classroom language we shared was alive and full of 

energy.  Students never loved English as much as 

when it transferred purely Turkish concepts, resulting 

in hilarious mistranslations (Google “chicken 

translation”).  The result was that I stayed in Istanbul 

for ten long years, and loved every minute of it. Yes, 

students come and go.  However, by endorsing 

localized English (Valenzuela, 2012) and  by sharing 

one particular variety of World Englishes in the Turkish 

sociolinguistic context (Coskun, 2010), we legitimized 

that variety of World Englishes, and based on this, I 

forged strong interpersonal bonds with every student 

who walked through that classroom door.  

Moving to Qatar, I found the same value system as that 

upheld by Turks.  By this I mean that generosity and a 

warm, friendly attitude at all times regardless of 

context, was crucial. Failure to show this warmth might 

cause people to appraise one’s character negatively, 

and that might mean being fired and deported.  I am 

glad to say I was not fired or deported, but of course it 

was a challenge starting all over, and learning about 

the local variety of World Englishes spoken by Gulf 

nationals, specifically those in Qatar. I quickly learned 

that “Tamam” meant “Good/well” in Arabic and not 

“OK” as it does in Turkish.  I learned that “Selamun 

Aleykum” which you might or might not use in Turkey, 

is a must in all Gulf nations.  Because I do not speak 

Arabic, I no longer had the advantage I had enjoyed 

during my decade in Turkey.  One thing that I did 

enjoy was discovering what Arabic loanwords existed 

in Turkish.  A quick survey of the web (http://

e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i /

List_of_replaced_loanwords_in_Turkish) will illustrate 

the extent of this. I had lost my secret weapon, but 

starting over with a new culture and new students was 

refreshing.  I hope we can say the same for my 

students.   For my part, I can honestly claim that a 

magic feeling had awoken inside me.  There I was, in a 

classroom with Arabs! Their English sounded different, 

and very charming.  I had had my fill of Turkish 

English, and was enchanted with the new rhythm and 

vocabulary of my Qatari students’ English.  Leaving 

Qatar, I knew I was going to miss my students. Could it 

- Ahmed Sulaiman  
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be I had not been able to adapt to my new 

surroundings?  After ten comfortable years in Turkey, 

perhaps it was too late for me to get used to new 

cultures.  I was soon to be proven wrong.    

I was happier than ever to be in a country where the 

people are known for being friendly and welcoming.  

Omanis did menial jobs which the Qataris had 

shunned. I appreciated this modesty.  Oman seemed to 

be more peaceful.  There was less traffic and there 

were not so many Westerners as there had been in 

Qatar.      Castor, an Englishman who like me had 

previously worked in Qatar, was in the habit of 

“Hashmek”ing other men, or rubbing noses.  He got 

laughs out of people when he pulled them in close for a 

hashmek, becasuse  it is human nature to like people 

who observe the same cultural practices that we do. 

This is a common greeting amongst men in the Gulf.  I 

had received my hashmek initiation in Qatar by some 

of my male students.  It was a rather uncomfortable 

experience.  My students had probably sensed this 

and gave up trying to hashmek me.  Castor was 

another story.  Watching him and imitating, I soon got 

the hang of it and it became my principal social grace.  

He kept chatting to people in his rudimentary Arabic. .  

Castor’s Arabic might have been rudimentary, but that 

did not stop him from getting people to smile, and from 

building warm relationships.  The same went for other 

languages.   He chatted with the local Bengalis, Indians 

and Filipinos.  “Amitomai Pelobashi” (Bengali for “I 

love you”) he would exclaim,  and it never failed to get 

a smile.  We came across a great number of Omanis as 

well.  .  There was the owner of “Happy Land,” an 

entertainment center in the Qurm area, Abdullah, who 

had a beautiful house surrounded by date trees, 

Suleyman, who worked for the employment agency, 

and dozens more.    “Estafurulla” he said every time 

the conversation shifted to women, alcohol or anything 

else that is haram.  People laughed.  He kept a little 

diary of all the expression he’d learned: (sabah-ul-

warad:) may your morning be full of flowers; sabahul 

yasmin : may your morning be full of jasmine; sabah-ul

-tharban:  may your morning be full of snakes.  People 

laughed.  I wished I had met this funny Englishman 

while I was still in Qatar.  He had taught me that 

friendliness knows no bounds, in the Middle East, and 

this was escpecially true in Oman.  The key was 

language, and by using a localized form of English with 

Arabic mixed in, he was sure to build strong 

relationships characterized by a mutual sense of high 

regard (Richards, 1986:113). 

 The EFL teacher assumes that it is the student's task to 

learn a target language spoken by native speakers 

from certain restricted parts of the world, but it is more 

important for the EFL teacher to learn something of the 

localized English that characterizes the language 

community where he teaches. (Alptekin, 1993).  As the 

community of EFL teachers expands, the potential for 

us to learn from one another expands as well.  If we 

want to accomplish this, it is high time that we teachers 

started documenting and sharing our experiences of 

localized Englsh in an EFL context.  This would sort of 

benefit the profession greatly, and would inform 

classroom practice all over the world.  Furthermore, 

the non-teaching world might become more aware of 

the ESL/EFL teaching practices. 

‘ 
To teach or not to teach grammar’ has been a million dollar 

question in ELT in the recent past. Should one teach 

grammar in order to teach a language? This dilemma has 

gained ‘Hamletian popularity’ in the wake of recent findings 

in Linguistics and Humanities and, of course, other temporal 

compulsions. Many learn a language with no introduction to 

its grammar. The soldiers in the Indian army will be a classic 

example for this instance as they learn Hindi with no teaching 

of its grammar. A number of business men also learn new 

languages with no formal classes. On the contrary, many 

students who have been taught grammar in the schools fail to 

deliver when it comes to communication skills. This method 

of teaching the rules of the language without teaching the 

language (or creating an ambience for the learning of the 

language) has failed miserably. In this context, it becomes 

imperative for the teachers of English to look into the issue 

objectively and profoundly.   

The advent of Communicative Language Teaching definitely 

undermined the teaching of grammar in the English 

classrooms. In the wake of globalization and 

commercialization, communication has gained an upper 

hand over grammatical correctness. But the situation has not 

changed in many schools and colleges. The issues have not 

yet been analyzed sufficiently. It needs severe scrutiny. The 

change of times has definitely brought about a change in ELT 

in general but a deep understanding of the process of 

language learning has to steer us past this crisis and not just 

the compulsion of the era. Do we really need to teach 

grammar in order to teach a language? The question 

To Teach or Not to Teach Grammar  
- Dr.S.Elamparithy  
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becomes even more relevant when one gets social back up 

for the language concerned. 

Chomsky is a trailblazer in the field of linguistics. His theories 

have evoked interest in linguistics and as a result linguistics 

has become an area of interdisciplinary studies in the last 

four decades. The crux of his otherwise hair-splitting theories 

is about the ability of children to learn languages with almost 

unbelievable ease and pace. Chomsky assumed that children 

have got an innate predisposition to learning languages. He 

postulated that children are born with a genetic blue print of 

languages and they just need a social milieu and exposure to 

actualize the latent blueprint. Genetics has proved that such 

cases are not mere hot air. Ethology has also come up with 

the same model called ‘IRM’(Innate Releasing Mechanism).  

Every animal species possesses a repertoire of behaviors. It 

will be illuminating to quote Anthony Stevens in this regard:          

     This behavioral repertoire is dependent on 

structures which evolution has built into the central 

nervous system of the species. Ethologists call these 

structures innate releasing mechanisms, or IRMs. 

Each IRM is primed to become active when an 

appropriate stimulus called a sign stimulus is 

encountered in the environment. When such a 

stimulus appears, the innate mechanism is released, 

and the animal responds with a characteristic pattern 

of behaviour which is adapted, through evolution, to 

the situation. Thus mallard duck becomes amorous at 

the sight of the handsome green head of a mallard 

drake, the green head being the sign stimulus which 

releases in the duck’s central nervous system the 

innate mechanism responsible for the characteristic 

patterns of behaviour associated with courtship in the 

duck.(51-52)    

Chomsky’s theory of universal grammar gains greater 

momentum from the evidences we get from other disciplines. 

His idea of ‘Principles and Parameters’ is of great import in 

establishing his theory of UG. Geoffrey Poole observes, “The 

idea is that the principles of Universal Grammar account for 

the respects in which all languages are the 

same….Parameters, on the other hand, are intended to 

capture certain ways in which languages differ.’’(13-14)  

One needs not accept his theories out and out. One may still 

have reservations. But his arguments are too strong to be 

ignored. Close observation informs us that children have the 

ability to internalize grammar without any external aid. This 

internalized grammar then helps them frame sentences and 

helps them find out if there is some thing odd in their own 

language though they will not be able to pinpoint the 

problem. In Generative Grammar this is called the level of 

acceptability.  To make it clearer, let us look at the following 

examples from English. 

Ill-formed: What Babu did was like this statue. 

Well-Formed: What Babu did was destroy the statue.  

Even though both the sentences have the same structure, the 

first one is ill formed and the second is well formed. The 

reason for this can not be syntactic. The reason for this is that 

the verb ‘like’ assigns a particular θ-role to the subject where 

as the verb ‘destroy’ assigns a different θ-role. Let us look at 

the following sentences: 

 Babu (experiencer θ-role) liked this statue.  

 Babu (agent θ-role) destroyed the statue.  

The sentence ‘What Babu did was like this statue’ is wrong 

because the verb ‘like’ cannot assign an agent θ-role to the 

subject. It seems that only a verb which assigns an agent θ-

role to the subject can have this ‘what x did was’ kind of 

sentences. No native speaker of English will be able to 

explain as to why the sentence is unacceptable though they 

will be able to point out that the sentence is unacceptable.  

From the above example, it would have also become very 

clear that lexical items play a major role in determining the 

nature of sentences. If that is the state of affairs, how can one 

justify the present monopoly of syntax in language teaching 

classrooms? Grammar teaching in India especially suffers 

from two genuine problems. First our grammar is 

incomprehensive and does not cover all the aspects of a 

language. Secondly, its very relevance is questioned thanks 

to our understanding (though not complete) of how language 

is learnt or acquired. 

The internalization of Grammar includes the entire spectrum 

of grammar unlike the traditional grammar whose outlook is 

reductive and incomprehensive. But the internalization takes 

place with no conscious effort from the speaker. To put it 

plainly, language acquisition (first language) has always 

been a sub-conscious process and the learning is incidental. 

Whereas the traditional language teaching methods 

externalize the rules and expect the students to apply the 

rules consciously every time he/she speaks. This obviously 

goes against the grain and puts the cart before the horse.  

CIEFL’s ‘A Remedial Course in English for Colleges’ clearly 

spells out its intentions: 

He (the student) must learn to progressively divide his 

attention between the rules and the content to the 

point where the rules demand little attention. Instead 

of concentrating on grammar all the time, we should, 

therefore, attempt to engage the student in language 

activities which force him to attend to the content of 

communicating, relegating grammar to the 

background. We find, from experience, that reading 

provides an excellent base for a variety of such 

activities. (ix) 

So, it is evident that relegating grammar to the background is 

vital to making our classes more fruitful and interesting. 

Grammar has almost become a phantom phenomenon and 

the credit(?) goes to the English teachers.    

Concluding Remarks     

If one has to make English classes more fruitful, one has to 

obviously go by the principles of psychology and the 

findings of developmental psycholinguistics. It is almost 

evident that language is acquired effortlessly if it is learnt 

incidentally. It is equally true of second language learners 

though the acquisition period may be a little longer. If one 

takes into account all the aspects of language while framing 

teaching methods, language teaching and learning will 
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definitely be on the ascendance. 
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W 
hen man was created, emotions and feeling 

budded out with him. Man is the epitome of love. 

In order to express different feelings of love and 

affection and so on, man used different tolls. The best and the 

most influential one was singing. It outdated all the other 

ways of expression. Someone has aptly said, “A single line of 

a song is worth ten thousand words”. This is the reason which 

inspired the linguists around the world to incorporate songs 

in the English Language Classroom. There are different 

reasons due to which songs have been used in the ELT 

Classroom. Some of them are as follow; 

Using songs in the ELT Classroom helps students learn 

effectively. When we learn something, it lies in our Short 

Term Memory (STM). With the passage of time we forget it 

because learning doesn’t remain permanently in the STM. 

Suppose we learn information no 1: When we learn 

information no 2: the first one is replaced like linear 

momentum, and the list goes on. Some people have the 

capability to retain much more information in STM but they 

lose sooner than others. Researchers believe that knowledge 

gained through songs is transferred to Long Term Memory 

(LTM) which is retained in the memory forever. More 

research has been going on in this field. 

Songs polish creativity and use of imagination. If our 

imagination is more polished, we learn effectively. We 

perform well if our imagination is strong. Why are poets and 

philosophers great thinkers? Because they are creative and 

they have strong imagination. Their predictions of the future 

work wonders. Using songs in the classroom sharpen the 

imagination of the students which help them become better 

learners. 

Songs provide a relaxed classroom atmosphere. In the 

current senario, handling competitive students is a herculean 

task. They demand more. It is very difficult to satisfy the 

students. Every day, coming to class with same teaching, 

delivering lectures, the students listening……. is a 

monotonous and arduous labour. It is so boring. The students 

lock their creativity. They need change. The 21st century 

students can’t learn under the threatening eyes of Martinet. 

They need a relaxed and freedom dipped classroom 

atmosphere. Songs can, no doubt, provide such a 

consummate and relaxed atmosphere where acquisition 

occurs naturally. The students enjoy and acquire as well. 

Teaching through songs discourages the traditional way of 

teaching. The researchers agree at the point that one of the 

vehement reasons that obstruct English Language Learning 

effectively is the traditional way of teaching. The old lecture 

method is now outdated and can no longer quench the thirst 

of the students. So, teaching through songs is a revolt against 

the traditional method of teaching. It readily fulfils the need 

of the students. 

Teaching through songs in the ELT classroom discourages 

cramming. Cramming is one of the abortive efforts of 

learning. The research shows that learning through songs 

nullify cramming because we use imagination when we learn 

and do the tasks on the songs. That’s why songs in the ELT 

classroom polish our imagination and we learn effectively. 

Songs are best in memorizing vocabulary, structure and 

grammar. This is a proven fact that words learned from songs 

lie in our memory throughout our lives. That’s why we 

remember the words of the songs which we learned during 

our childhood or we chanted during our teenage. Now, 

grammar is also taught through songs. For example, the 1st 

conditional is taught to the students and they listen to this 

song and do task on it; 

If you go away, as I know you must 

There’ll be nothing left in the world to trust 

Just an empty room, full of empty space 

Like the empty look I see on your face 

I’d have been the shadow of your dog 

If I thought it might have kept me by your side 

The repetition in songs can transfer our learning from STM to 

LTM. When we repeat, learning is transferred from STM to 

Using songs in the ELT Classroom 
- Anwar Sajad 

Using songs …. / Page 9 
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LTM. In songs, we repeat most of the lines which help us 

learning things permanently. This is why the nursery 

rhymes still echo in our mind because we used to sing them 

again and again. 

Songs help the students improve their pronunciation. When 

the students listen to the songs, they listen to many new 

words. They, sometimes, listen to the words which they 

used to pronounce differently, thus they improve their 

pronunciation 

 It is said that songs are used to pacify the over excited and 

smart students and to wake up  the drowsy ones. The over 

excited students are ameliorated, like a steadfast horse is 

trained by a jockey, through songs in the ELT classroom. 

Similarly, the drowsy and the bored students are made 

active and brought to an interesting classroom atmosphere 

where they can learn a lot and enjoy as well. 

In short, there are a plethora of reasons why the linguists 

started using songs in the ELT classroom. The fact remains 

that the teachers should select the right kind of songs which 

don’t deviate the students morally. In this regard, moral, 

historical, religious and patriotic songs will do the best. 

Teachers have to work labouriously in order to prepare a 

song lesson, but once it is prepared, it will work wonders in 

the classroom. 

QCA Committee Meeting 

Moodle Conference 

Self Access Centre 

Workshop 
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Cracking the Job Market With Enhanced Techniques 

F 
inding a new job is always a 

struggle and at times it 

might be more 

stressful than thought. An 

unsuccessful job search is 

a confidence slayer which 

in-turn is very dangerous 

for job seekers. HR 

specialists say that cracking 

a job market is not beyond 

reach; with some expert advice 

and homework anybody can 

impress the HR manager. Here are some 

easy job search tips and techniques put 

forward by HR experts. 

Rapidly apply for related job listings: 

Make a habit every morning to look for 

some fresh jobs on newspapers as well 

as online job portals. There are many 

people looking for a job so the earlier you 

apply the better for you.  

Many job portals post jobs to its mailing list according to 

their specialization; enroll yourself there in order to 

activate that feature. In Addition, the companies which 

might need your specialization visit  them in person and 

drop your resume on the table of HR person. This will 

give you an edge over online appliers as many companies 

browse their resume database before posting the job 

openings to websites or newspapers.  

Customize your cover letter: Before the employer goes 

into your resume, he gives a look at your cover letter. 

Your cover letter should be customized for the position 

you have applied for. You should be very careful while 

writing your cover letter as one wrong piece of 

information can ruin your chances of getting noticed. 

Please check the link below for writing a customized 

cover letter: 

http://jobsearch.about.com/od/coverletters/a/

cuttingedge.htm 

Your resume speaks for you: If you are seeking job for the 

first time, probably you don’t know the importance of an 

effective resume. Hiring managers receive overwhelming 

amount of resumes every month; the Irony is that many 

resumes from eligible candidates get unnoticed. A resume 

should impress the hiring manager within a minute or two; 

else the candidate won’t be called for an interview. 

Before applying for any job, you need to modify your 

resume, enhancing your resume might be little 

challenging but don’t worry, for the first time you can 

take professional help from many resume writing 

services who are available online, they will enhance 

your resume for a nominal fee.  

If you want to modify your Resume or CV yourself, even 

that can be done but do check some resources on how 

to write a professional resume beforehand. I found 

some of the resources provided below quite useful, you 

can check these links in order to get some insights and 

tips on professional resume writing. 

http://video.about.com/jobsearch/How-to-

Write-a-Resume.htm 

http://www.cvtips.com/resumes-and-cvs/how-to

-write-a-cv.html 

Skills you should have on your 

resume: Experts have come up with 

five key skills which every job-seeker 

should have on its resume in order 

to boost his chances of a achieving a 

good job. These skills are: 

Microsoft Excel: Excel is used 

frequently in many offices for 

different reasons and if you are not 

well versed in Excel, this is the time 

to know it in detail. Apart from 

learning formulas and equations, you 

should concentrate a great deal on 

custom functions, PivotCharts, Visual 

Basic Applications and so on. 

HTML, SQL: If you are applying for 

non-IT jobs, don’t think that HTML, 

SQL and java is not for you. You can 

really charm you employer if you 

have some basic knowledge of the 

programming languages.  

Adobe Suite: In today’s job market, Graphic 

Designing Skills are considered more than important, if you 

can work with adobe packages like, Photoshop, Illustrator, 

Fireworks and Dreamweaver, it will give you a great chance 

to grab a job you have eyed for. 

Additional International Language: Try to learn and get 

proficient in a new foreign language, it will not only enhance 

your chances of getting a good job but it will also widen your 

network of job seeking. 

- Shiekh Tariq Mohmad 

http://jobsearch.about.com/od/coverletters/a/cuttingedge.htm
http://jobsearch.about.com/od/coverletters/a/cuttingedge.htm
http://video.about.com/jobsearch/How-to-Write-a-Resume.htm
http://video.about.com/jobsearch/How-to-Write-a-Resume.htm
http://www.cvtips.com/resumes-and-cvs/how-to-write-a-cv.html
http://www.cvtips.com/resumes-and-cvs/how-to-write-a-cv.html
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Google Analytics skills: Google is a very powerful and 

wonderful tool, some of the great features google possess 

are, ranking, organizing, and searching information.  

If you can master yourself  as how can something be 

marketed through google analytics that will be one more 

skill in your repertoire.  

To know more about google analytics please check the 

following link. 

http://www.google.com/analytics/learn/index.html 

Homework - your path to a dream job: The most important 

thing to do before you go into an interview is to do some 

homework. By homework, I mean that you should know a 

great deal about the company you have applied in. Today you 

don’t have an excuse for non-availability of information on 

corporate hubs; almost all the information of companies is 

present on their official and non-official websites; you have to 

literally “drink” the information provided by the company 

available on Internet. 

Furthermore, thoroughly look into their services, analyze as 

how can you make their services better. Think “out of the 

box” and see if you can include something new into their 

services. If possible try to make a nice presentation on how 

you can make their services better. During an interview when 

the question regarding your research will be posed, state 

everything as what you have analyzed and chalked out, the 

effort will be good enough to impress the hiring manager. 

The pendulum of thoughts 

Set swaying in my mind 

Embrace me – violence 

Murder the present 

As the leaves fluttered  

In gentle cold breeze –a music 

The past vivified- a blessing- 

Reminiscence sings 

Striking a note of joy- 

Like a tree in autumn 

I stand.......... 

Bliss spring in my mind 

As it ran all through my vein, 

A complete thrill 

I do experience. 

I expose myself 

To the cold waves 

Your warmth of breath  

Believing 

Would have blended in  

Search in the cold 
- C.K. Raman 

http://www.google.com/analytics/learn/index.html
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T 
he first half of the group met up on the Wednesday 

night in a village on the coast in Oman.  We were 

invited to a pre-walk feed, kindly provided by 

Abdullah’s sister.    Then we headed for the pebble beach 

where we crawled into our sleeping bags to try and get a few 

hours sleep before the morning.  There was a nice breeze 

blowing off the sea, but a few minutes later this dropped and 

then I heard a high-pitched whine - the mosquitos were out.  

Got up again, found some citronella oil, put a top on with a 

hood pulled down over my eyes and nose. 

The alarm clocks started to sound at 5.30 the next morning.  It 

was still dark and there were a couple of swollen lips – the 

mosquitos managed to feed after all.  Packed our bags – four 

and a half litres of water for me for the first day and snacks.  I 

taped up my heels with zinc oxide figuring that prevention is 

better than pain as blisters can really spoil a good hike.  We 

met up with the second group of hikers who had arrived late 

at night and camped on the same beach. We numbered 

eleven:  six Omanis, a German, an Austrian, an Iranian and a 

Scot and an Englishman.  Three women and eight men aged 

between 27 and 60. 

We drove into the wadi where the walk starts.  A beautiful 

start.  A long narrow wadi between steep cliffs (about 800m 

high at a guess).   The first few hundred metres is a gentle 

walk along the wadi, before crossing over to the other side 

and then the steep part starts up and out to the wadi.  Some 

people struggle a lot with that part, it’s up, up and more up.  

However, with every step up you are one step closer to the 

top.  The lungs are working hard, but when you turn round, 

you realize that you are gaining height quickly and have a 

wonderful view over the villages in the wadi.   After an hour 

or two, you make it to the top of the wadi, then the next few 

hours are uphill, but more gentle.  You can see the 

mountains, the sky and the sea.  A stop for lunch.  Food tastes 

wonderful on a hike.  Everyone shares their stuff around – 

fruits, dates, nuts, a sandwich…….  Someone points out an 

aromatic plant ‘sakhbar’ which grows everywhere in the 

mountains here.  Used as a herbal remedy for the stomach 

amongst other things.  Someone else spots a gazelle, we 

were lucky to see him before he got wind of us and 

disappeared over the hills.  Eventually we meet up with a 

driveable track.  We had arranged for a support vehicle to 

bring our tents and extra water for day 2.  Some people took 

a lift, but a couple of us wanted to walk the whole thing. 

We’re now at nearly 2000m.  The sun is going down and the 

sunset is amazing.  The colours seem much more intense at 

that altitude.  It gets dark and I’m still walking and looking at 

the stars which seem much more numerous without any 

artificial light or moon to drown them out.  There’s something 

so peaceful and magical.  I see a few silhouettes on the 

skyline and hear some snorting, but it’s not the djinn, just a 

few wild donkeys who are wondering who’s on their 

territory.  It’s chilly.  Put on a warm top.  The last part of the 

walk on day one is really steep.  I’m still on the track, but I 

can’t see where I’m going at all.  The track is rocky and 

covered with inches of fine dust that I can feel working its 

way into my socks.  The legs are starting to get tired, but 

finally I’m up and start dropping down to the lights of the 

camp.   Whack!  Ow!  The downhill is really steep too, I still 

can’t see a thing and I’ve slipped and landed on my arm.  

That hurt!  Get up.  Not broken and no serious damage done.  

Laugh to myself (glad nobody saw that!).  Think how good 

life is!  I have one life and then it’s gone (I don’t think there’s 

another one after); some people are sick; unhealthy or unfit.  

I’m alive and I’m healthy and I’m so lucky to be here under 

the stars, even when I fall over and hurt myself.  I laugh 

again.  Life is good. 

Finally!  Spot the camp fire.  It’s cold!  Put up the tent then go 

to chat with the others and eat some food.   Does anyone have 

a tin-opener?  Left mine at home.  No?  Oh well, too tired to 

be bothered, will have some nuts and fruit again.  What’s that 

over there everyone?  Looks like a small sun, but it can’t be.  

Oh wow, it’s the moon and it’s orange just like the sun.  That’s 

amazing.   Someone boils some water on the fire, we have a 

cup of tea.  One by one we start crawling off to bed.  We’re 

well wrapped up and inside sleeping bags, it’s chilly up this 

high.  Set the alarm. 

Sleep soooo well.  Wake up and check the time.  6.45!!  How 

did that happen?  Why didn’t the alarm go off?  Why didn’t 

anyone wake me?  Unzip the tent and go out, but something’s 

wrong.  It’s still dark and the moon’s up.  What’s happened?  

It takes me a long time to work out that magically my ‘clever’ 

phone has switched itself to Pakistan time.  Enjoy my 

sleeping bag for a bit longer till the sun starts to come up.  

We have a swift breakfast and pack up.  It’s breezy and it’s 

chilly.  The legs feel great.  Don’t feel like I’ve done a long 

one at all.   A couple of people drop out though while they 

still have the option of going back with the support vehicle.  

One person’s knees are suffering and the other’s shoes 

suffered.  The rocks are unforgiving and we had to tape the 

soles on yesterday.  Didn’t think the shoes would last another 

day.  Today the walk is downhill.  I prefer the uphills where 

the lungs are pumping but you are rewarded with better and 

better views.  Downhill is easy on the lungs, but tough on the 

quads. 

We leave the track and return to the donkey path.  This is 

also a nice walk.  Every corner you turn a different landscape 

spreads out in front of you.  Natural stone staircases, a walk 

round the ‘bowl’ at the head of a wadi, a plain where a male 

donkey makes it clear we’re on his patch.  Finally, in the 

distance below us, the wadi where we’re headed.   Another 

stop for lunch and a group photo.  The Omani flag is brought 

out.  The last stage, I think I’m now on easy territory, I know 

this part of the walk well as I regularly do it on short 

weekend hikes.  A couple of hours down, no problem.  Yet 

this time it seems to take longer than usual.  A lot longer.  I 

realize that I’m starting to feel tired.  We’ve walked nearly 

40km up and down hills.  The water in the pools looks very 

inviting.  I start dreaming about a swim.  

We’ve made it!!   Jump into the pools.  Oh, the water’s great.   

The feet and ankles are tired, but the swimming eases them.  

Slowly the others trickle down over the mountain.  It feels 

good, the sense of achievement, the camaraderie, new 

friends made.  A few more photos, phone numbers 

exchanged, then our goodbyes.  Back to Ibra, back to 

Muscat, back to Jalaan and Mudhaibi.  Back to a hot shower 

and a comfy bed!  Till the next adventure guys, we’re 

definitely going to do that again.  Life is good!  

Two Days, 40Kms, Sea Level to 2000m 
- Sara Davidson 


